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Creating support curriculum with
international community partners and
students
Macquarie University is committed to an engaged, cooperative model of
teaching and learning, especially through our PACE (Professional and
Community Engagement) program. PACE puts students into work
settings in Australia and abroad where they learn by engagement with
diverse communities. The Classroom of Many Cultures project seeks to
bring that ethos of collaboration into the design of our courses on
campus, with our international partners helping to set the agenda, plan
the lessons, develop the teaching techniques and share their views,
knowledge and expertise.
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This newsletter reflects on our first co-creation workshop that brought
PACE International partners together at Macquarie University in October
2015.
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Sydney
Workshop
Reflections

Sydney Workshop Overview
By Prof Greg Downey

The workshop for Classroom of Many Cultures came
after three days of meetings between Macquarie’s
PACE International Office and our representatives
from the international partners. We were worried
when we planned it that the international delegates
might be tired by the grueling schedule. We
wondered if two more days talking about curriculum,
preparing students for sojourning abroad, might be
too much.
Were they up for the challenge!
The two days rolled by in a blur as the delegates
quickly raised the stakes on us. They shared
exercises from home and took to the tasks we
assigned them, pushing to go beyond what we had
expected, both to create new exercises and to get
closer to a finished product.
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We should not underestimate our overseas partners’
abilities and insights as educators, their commitment
to education. The opportunity to let them exchange
amongst themselves is invaluable, more than worth
the logistical and material challenges. If anything, two
days was too few.
I worried before the session that co-creation
demanded too much of all the participants, but now,
I’m more concerned that co-creation requires a
commitment to continual, repeated waves of
consultation, collaborative revision, and allowing new
elements to emerge from the shared conversations.
The more serious our partners’ commitment to the
pedagogical goal, the more engaged we need to let
them be in the design and production process.
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Guest partner Blog

Reflections on
Co-creation
By Karen Bortvedt
Co-Creation? What in the world does that mean in the context of our
many different NGOs with many different focus areas, diverse cultures,
and unique challenges? How can that be boiled down to one universal
product?
Turns out, it can’t. And, that was the purpose of the co-creation process.
NGO partners are very focused on the day-to-day needs of the
population we each serve – and that is what made the exchange so
fruitful. Bringing us all together allowed us, as experts on our own lives,
through the great facilitation provided by the Macquarie staff and other
NGOs, to draw-out the joys and challenges of what we do.

Karen Bortvedt
Deaf Development Program
Cambodia

Whether looking at the interconnectedness of social justice issues or
sharing stories of workplace culture clashes, we were able to feed off
each other and share solutions (or just commiserate). As participants
came from varied backgrounds, they definitely had diverse ways of
looking at the same issue and were able to articulate those experiences
to help create allies across NGOs, and hopefully with our future PACE
students.
As a supervisor of PACE volunteers,
one thing that is very evident is that
the success of a participant has far
more to do with the student’s
attitude and openness to different
perspectives, work styles, cultures,
and challenges; the co-creation
process highlighted these and led to
teaching materials that can be
shared to better prepare the
students to succeed in their NGO
placements. We are excited to start
receiving students oriented with
these new materials!
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Building friendships
In addition to the formal workshop space, there were a
number of optional excursions to the Australian
Walkabout Park, Sydney, Manly beach and the Blue
Mountains, where there was ample opportunity for our
partners to get to know each other and us, as well as
learn more about Australia.

“I see interpersonal relationships and peoples’
lives as interwoven within the co-creation process
where partners become friends and/or family,
and where the boundaries between work and
everyday life become blurred.”
(Laura Hammersley, MQ team member, 2015)

Caring, trusting and respectful relationships are the
centerpiece of this project. It is therefore important to us
that we embrace moments within the co-creation process
that encapsulate the personal, emotional, and people
filled reality of collaborative work that crosses cultural
contexts.
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Module
Themes:
1

Child Rights and Child
Protection

2

Community Development,
managing student
expectations, reciprocity

3

Work Cultures (work place
issues, working crossculturally, gender
differences)

4

Reflective Practice
(resilience, listening skills,
self-awareness)

5

Human Rights and Social
Justice (gender, land rights,
trauma, disability, working
conditions)

6

World Views

7

Ethical Values

8

Environmental Sustainability
and Global Systems

9

Creating videos for
community advocacy
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What’s next?
Following workshop 1, the next stage of the project
was to further develop curriculum resources and to
start trailing them with students. We have begun this
process, particularly with the ‘working cross
culturally’, ‘child rights’ and ‘ethical practice’
modules and we hope to be doing much more in
semester 1 2016.
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Upcoming
• Workshop in Borneo, Malaysia
• Website development
• Continued development of
resources, activities and lesson
plans
• Continued Skype calls with
partners

Evaluation of the Sydney workshop indicated that
CoMC partners wanted to be more involved in the
next stages of curriculum development and not only
explore priority thematic areas at greater depth but
also contribute to turning these discussions into
curriculum-related outputs.
To do this, we are currently organising a second
workshop for March. This workshop will be hosted
by CoMC partner PACOS Trust in Sabah, Malaysia.
This will be an opportunity for us to all come
together for a second time and spend some quality
time further creating curriculum resources.
The workshop will take place at the Kipouvo
Community Homestay that also accommodates
PACE students when they work with PACOS Trust.
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Share with us:
Send your news and announcements:
Classroom.many.cultures@gmail.com
Our Mailing address is:
PACE
Australian Hearing Hub Level 5
Macquarie University
Sydney, NSW 2209
Australia

[Street Address]
[City], [State][Postal Code]
[Web Address]
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